Poland, the Swedes descended in great force upon
Poland under Charles X. They entered the country
from Stettin and the north-west, and because of the
general internal weakness and chaos existing in Poland,
soon swept over half the land, taking Warsaw, Cracow,
and towns farther east. This was the " Deluge " of
Sienkiewicz's novel.

Utter destruction seemed to face Poland, until the
defence of the fortified monastery and shrine at
Czenstochowa under the leadership of Father Kordecki
roused the Poles to a passion of religious patriotism and
the armies of Sweden were checked. Jan Kazimierz
returned from his flight abroad and ordered the organ-
ization of a new national army to resist the Swedes,
and to these new forces came victory followed by the
withdrawal of the foreign invaders. The death of
Charles Gustavus ended the matter and the Peace of
Oliva, 1660, restored order. During the war East
Prussia had sided with Sweden, and now took advant-
age of Poland's weakened condition to secure its
complete and permanent independence.

Among other results, the Swedish invasion left
Warsaw in sad state. Its development as a city was
retarded for half a century.

JAN SOBIESKI SAVES VIENNA                   [1683]

In the year 1683 occurred one of those fine and
noble events which are the basis of our faith in the
human race, a bright beacon of an event in the midst
of much that was dismal and discouraging, illuminat-
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